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NOTABLE PHONE NUMBERS

FIRE AND RESCUE/
EMEGENCY. 911

TRAVERSE COUNTY SHERIFF
(MINNESOTA).....cocosommern (612) 563-4244

ROBERTS COUNTY SHERIFF
(SOUTHDAKOTA.........c.... (605) 698-7667

AMBULANCE AND HOSPITAL
................ eeens(612) 563-8226
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CORPS 24-HOUR FLOW AND WATER
..................... (612) 563-8681

WATER SAFETY

Protect yourself and your family; think
water safety at all times. Lake Traverse
contains unmarked water hazards such
as rock reefs for which the recreation user
must remain alert. Remember to always
wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket
when you are boating, fishing, canoeing,
water skiing, or any other activities in or
around the water.

PROJECT FEATURES

White Rock Dam - 14,400 foot earth embankment
with three tainter gates.

Crest elevation: 986.00 ft.

Width at top: 26 f#t.

Height: 16 ft.

- Thereservoir length (Mud Lake) is 7.5 miles; maxi-

mum width is 2.5 miles; average depth is
1.7 feet. Pool capacity is 85,000 acre-
feet.

Reservation Dam - 9,100 foot earth embankment
with seventeen stoplog bays.

Crest elevation: 980.00 ft.

Width at top: 26 ft.

Height: 16 ft.

The reservoir length (Lake Traverse) is 16.5
miles with a maximum width of 1.75 miles and
average depth of 13.2 feet. Pool capacity is
164,500 acre-feet.

Browns Valley Dike-3,700 foot earth embankment
with a box culvert,

Crest elevation: 987.00 ft.

Width at top: 10 ft.

Height: 16 ft.

HISTORY

The Lake Traverse project was authorized by
Congress in 1936 and completed and put into
operation in December of 1941. its purpose is to
restrict water flow to the north during spring
thaw that could cause severe flooding in the
north because of frozen ground. The project is
also used for water conservation and fish &
wildiife preservation.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US

KEEP YOUR PARKS CLEAN
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US Army Corps
of Engineers

St.Paul District

Lake Traverse Project

Wheaton, Minnesota




LAKE TRAVERSE

Ifyou really enjoy outdoor recreation, Lake
Traverse is the place for you. You can
recreate both actively and passively at
Lake Traverse 365 days a year.

Inthe spring, fishing is the main attraction.
The project’s shallow lakes are good for
walleye, northemn pike, bullheads, crap-
pies, and various other pan fish.

In the summer months you can do every-
thing fromfishing, boating, andwaterskiing,
to picnicking, nature watching, and just
plainrelaxing. Many aquatic birds such as
herons, egrets, grebes, pelicans, and cor-
morants frequent the project at this time.

If you are a hunter, autumn at Lake Tra-
verse is your time of year. The Corps of
Engineers andthe Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources regulate 1,512 acres
of Wildlife Management Areas, which are
open to public hunting. These areas are
good for duck, goose, pheasant, fox, Hun-
garian partridge, and white-tailed deer.

The popular wintertime activities at Lake
Traverse areice-fishing, cross-country ski-
ing, and snowmobiling.

Camping facilities are available at Tra-
verse County Park located approximately
six miles north of Browns Valley, Minne-
sota, on county highway 27. There are
also other lodging and camping facilities
available in the area.

Lake Traverse is made up of two dams
and two lakes.

White Rock Dam and the project office are
located at the extreme north end of the
project. The dam restricts water flow to
the north and forms Mud Lake.

Reservation Control Dam restricts water
flow to the north and forms a levee that
separates Mud Lake and Lake Traverse.

Browns Valley Dike lies on the southern-
most tip of the project and has one signifi-
cant feature...Browns Valley Dike lies di-
rectly on the continental divide. Thismeans
all water north of the dike flows north to
Hudson Bay and all water south of the dike
fiows south to eventually reach the Gulf of

Handicap-accessible privies are located
at White Rock Dam.
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LAKE TRAVERSE
PROJECT OFFICE

Wheaton

Mustinka County Park

Traverse County

Traverse County Park

Browns Valley

RECREATION FACILITIES

The facilities at White Rock Dam consist
of a picnic area, playground, handicap-
accessible privy, shoreline fishing areas,
and drinking water.

The facilities at Reservation Control Dam
consist of a picnic area, privies, play-
ground, shoreline fishing areas, and a
boat ramp for access to Mud Lake.

Browns Valley Dike
Recreation Area

MINNESOTA
A
NORTH
July 1962

The public facilities at Browns Valley Dike

consist of a picnic area, shoreline fishing
access, and privies.

Boating accesstolLake Traverseisthrough
Mustinka County Park and various sites
along both sides of the lake. Mustinka
Park is located approximately two miles
east of the Reservation Control Dam.



